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any person, writing. The terms of the contract, though
they may never have been formulated in so many words, are
everywhere the same and everywhere tacitly admitted and
recognised',1 now writes:

Liberty, not being a fruit of all climates, is not within the reach of
all people. . . . Despotism is suitable to hot countries, barbarism to
cold countries and good polity to temperate regions. . . . Russia will
never be civilized because it was civilized too soon. There have been
known states so constituted that the necessity of making conquests
entered into their very constitution, and that, in order to maintain
themselves, they were forced to expand ceaselessly.2

In his later writings he expresses sentiments that seem to
clash with the very first principles of the Contrat social. In the
Government of Poland he writes:

Loving their country the Poles will serve it with zeal and with all
their heart. Through this sentiment alone, legislation, however evil,
will make good citizens.3

And again:

To free the people of Poland is a grand and fine work: but auda-
cious, dangerous and not to be inconsiderately attempted. . . . Let
us avoid, if possible, undertaking at once chimerical projects. . . .
I understand the difficulty of the plan to free your people. I do
not only fear motives misunderstood, the pride and the prejudices of
the masters. Granting that this difficulty can be overcome, I should
still fear the vices and cowardice of the serfs. Liberty is a good
food, but it needs a strong digestion; very healthy stomachs alone
can stand it.4

In the Project for Corsica this busy constitution-maker advises
acceptance of the onerous and unjust 'Corvee'.

I desire in a word that the property of the State should be as great,
as strong as possible, that of the citizens as small and feeble as pos-
sible. ... I do not say that the Corsicans should share in the Church
revenues, God forbid.5

We can see how Rousseau passed from the combination

1 The Social Contract, p. 14.               2 Op. cit., Bk. Ill, ch. 8, and Bk. I, ch. 9.

3  Gouvernement de Pologne (Vaughan's edition), ch. in, p. 432.

4  Ibid., ch. vi, p. 445.              s Projetpow la Corse (Vaughan's edition), p. 337.